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HOPLEY PIERCE & BIRD WELCOMES KARL BECKETT

We are delighted to welcome local solicitor Karl Beckett to our firm. Karl was born and bred in Wrexham and has a great affinity with Wrexham and

its people. He qualified as a solicitor in 2003 and for the past five years he has assisted many Wrexham people with their legal problems. Karl is able to
advise in relation to all aspects of divorce including financial matters, cohabitation disputes and private law children matters. In addition, he is also able
to prepare all types of wills, including those which can provide tax savings, and is experienced in the administration of estates. Karl is currently

working towards full membership of STEP (the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners). He is also able to assist clients in property transactions whether
moving house or remortgaging.

Partners Peter Ridgway, Nigel Bird and Jacqui Marsland are confident that Karl’s abilities and experience will complement and enhance the service
offered to both existing and new clients of the firm. We are proud to have been providing legal services since 1880 and Karl’s approach fits in with the
firm’s ethos of providing a modern efficient approach to legal problems whilst maintaining traditional values.

Are ‘Nil Rate Band’ Discretionary

Trust Wills Still Recommended?

The Chancellor’s pre-budget report made on 9th October 2007
contained the biggest change to inheritance tax for many years. From
that date any part of a spouse or civil partner’s ‘Nil Rate Band’ which
has not been used on the first death can be transferred to the surviving
spouse or civil partner on the second death. This means that widows,
widowers and bereaved civil partners may be able to leave an estate of
up to £600,000.00 without any inheritance tax being paid.

So should an existing Nil Rate Band Discretionary Trust Will be undone? Only time ¢ Nil Rate Band Discretionary Trust Wills “ring
will tell whether the Chancellor increases the threshold to take into account inflation fence” part of the couple’s assets against claims
and house prices. However if the growth of assets in the trust increases more than for funding the nursing home fees of the survivor.

increases to the Nil Rate Band threshold then the Nil Rate Band Discretionary Trust
Will wins. There are a number of reasons why a Nil Rate Band Discretionary Trust
Will still recommends itself:

e  To ensure that assets pass to the children even if
the surviving spouse’s partner remarries.

Clients should note that the basic Nil Rate Band is

still £300,000.00 so that single people still only have
this allowance. Accordingly unmarried couples will

e Where flexibility is desired as to who is to benefit. not benefit from these new provisions.

e Where the surviving spouse or civil partner does not require the whole of their
combined wealth and wishes to benefit their children/grandchildren on the first death.
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Can The CSA Be Negligent?
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AVAILABILITY OF A New Employee?
OUR SERVICES Which Documents Should You Use?

“Terms & Conditions”
“Offer Letter”

o Offer Letter

. Terms & Conditions
H I Ps U pdate Disciplinary & Grievance
Procedures

14th December 2007

HIP (Home Information Pack)

1st June 2008

Disciplinary & Grievance Procedures

Race for Life

Cancer Research TIP: . i references satisfactory to the
22nd June 2008 ompany
Nicola Sanders on 01978 315100.
£155.00

www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/jacquelinemarsland
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